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Sprigs  � Sprouts  

�ovember 2008 -  The Gardeners of Lima 

 
President’s Message 

-Dick Hussey 

Another month has gone by 
with no rain!  The weather 
reports have said that we 
would get rain, but it just 
goes to the south or north 
of our area.  I believe this 
has been the driest summer 
since I came to Lima some 
46 years ago.  If you 
remember last year we 
were mowing lush, green 
grass the first week of 
November. 
  

As the fall weather 
approaches, it is time to set 
out fall plants.        
However, you must 
remember how dry the 
subsoil is and water 
regularly any plant you set 
out this year.   

 
This is a good time to split 
day lilies, irises and 
hostas.  You also may have 
a perennial plant that 
should have more or less 
sunshine or even it may be 
growing too close to 
another plant.  

This is the time to start 
cleaning your garden off, 
as vegetables and flowering 
plants play host to insects 
and disease over the winter 
months.  As the annual 
plants start dying or quit 
producing it is a good idea 
to remove the old plants 
from the gardens. 
  

In the meantime start 
thinking about which 
varieties of vegetables and 
flowers you appreciated the 
most and make a note to 
start watching early for the 
seed or plants you want 
next spring. 

 
Thank you to Kay Studer and 
Rita Thelen who educated and 
entertained at the September 
meeting on the topic of 
Monarch butterflies. 

(continued on page 3) 

 

 

See you at the 
�OVEMBER  

MEETI�G 
        
Guests are always Welcome! 

Date:  Tuesday October 14 

Time:  -6:30 PM- 
(SPECIAL TIME) 

Place: Faurot Park clubhouse 
Provided:  Hot Dogs, 
Hamburgers, Brats, baked 
beans, potato salad, ice tea , 
lemonade, plates, silverware 
and napkins.  

 
-BRI�G a DESSERT OR 

A SIDE DISH- 
 
Johnny Appleseed plans on 
visiting.  Johnny Appleseed is  
Mark Mohr from Johnny 
Appleseed Metro Park District--
sssshhhh—don’t tell any one.   
 
The real Johnny Appleseed 
visited this area of Ohio.  
History depicts him as an 
eccentric, sometimes a loner, 
but a very good man.  Today 
Johnny Appleseed is a 
legend with an image so 
positive that he is still used 
as a role model for kids.   
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More 2008 Programs 

November 11, 7:30 – Earl 
Lockwood talks about plants 
 
December 16,  6:00 PM 
Christmas Dinner & Awards 
Old Barn Out Back 
Winners from garden contest will 
be invited guests. 

 
2009 Officers 

The election of officers will 
be held at either the October 
or the November general 
meeting.  
Officer nominations for 2009 
are the following: 
President – Steve Maki 
1st VP & Program chair— 
Nancy Siakosky 
2nd VP & Membership chair 
– Donna Maki 
Treasurer – Rex Maurer 
Secretary – Teresa Heath 

 
More 2008 Activities 
Fall is here!  And, that means 
clean-up  A workday (a 
Saturday morning probably 
in October) will be scheduled 
for downtown, and another 
workday (also a Saturday 
probably) will be scheduled 
for the clubhouse. 
 
Poinsettia sales are gearing 
up.  A sales form and 
instructions are attached. 
 
Traditionally at the Christmas 
banquet members pay 
membership dues for the next 
year. Attached is a form for 
the combined 2009 
membership dues and 
banquet payment. 

2009 membership dues: 
 
Single:  $15+$1 ($15 for natl 
& $1 for regional) 
 
Family:  $20 + $1 each 
family member ($20 for natl 
& $1 each for regional)  
 
Lifetime: $1 (for regional)   

-------------- 
Christmas banquet 
payment will be $10 per 
person.  TGOL pays the 
rest of the cost. That will 
include pre-meal hors 
d’oeuvres, wine, and soft 
drinks; buffet meal, 
entertainment, and fine 
fellowship of gardeners.   

 
September Board 

meeting summary 
 

Howard Elstro, Lima’s 
public works director and 
Ric Stolly, director of the 
Lima parks division, 
attended to talk about the 
clubhouse.  Mr. Elstro 
expressed his thanks to 
The Gardeners of Lima for 

exemplary service to the 

community and excellent 

stewardship of the club 

house.   
 

TGOL and the City of Lima 

agreed to do the following: 

 
The present lease will be 
revised by the City of Lima.  
The revised lease will be 
brought back to TGOL for 
revisions or approval.  The 
revised lease will contain the 
following: 

TGOL and the City of Lima will 
have a year-to-year lease, for the 
present time.   
 
TGOL will yearly notify the city’s 
public works department of a 
liaison to be the contact person 
between the city and the garden 
club. 
 
The City of Lima will yearly 
request the use of the club house 
for 4th of July Star Spangled 
Spectacular. 
 
The City of Lima will be informed 
if any partnerships are formed to 
share the club house. 
 
The regular board business took 
place as follows: 
 
It was reported that the leak in the 
roof was repaired. The cost was 
about $958.  The club paid a $250 
deductible and a check for $708 
(which is the remainder after the 
deductible) was received from the 
insurance.   
 
Discussed the clubhouse furnace, 
which is at least 20 years old.   
 A motion was approved to have 
the furnace professionally 
checked. 
 
Discussed the clubhouse light 
fixtures that Gene Buhrmester has 
been working on. 
A motion was approved to 
have the light fixture 
completed by buying bulbs 
that need replaced.
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Big Tomato Contest results 
from the two tomato weigh-
ins are: 
September weigh-in’s 

Steve Maki – 2 lb 12.5 oz. 
Charlie Bowsher –1 lb. 11.4 
oz. 
Bob Nees- 2 lb. 7.2 oz. 
Frank Cooley- 2 lb. 6.4 oz. 
Dick Hussey- 2 lb. 1.0 oz. 
 

August weigh in’s 
Frank Cooley – 1 lb. 14.4 oz. 
Bob Nees – 1 lb. 12.8 oz. 
Charlie Bowsher – 1 lb. 1.5 
oz. 
Persetta Bowsher – 1 lb. 0.0 
oz. 
Dick Hussey – 14.2 oz. 
Gene Buhrmester - 9.2 oz. 
 
So--who had the 2008 
biggest tomato?  

 
Congratulations to 

Steve Maki for 1
st
 prize. 

Congratulations to Bob 

�ees for 2
nd

 prize. 

Congratulations to Frank 

Cooley for 3
rd

 prize. 

 

And congratulations to all 

the entrants for growing 

and entering their tomatos! 

Jesse Higbie continues to do 
the mowing at the club 
house.   
 
Pathfinder House residents 
watered the planters on the 
square this year.  Their work 
is appreciated.  

 

 
Kay Studer and Rita Thelen 
at the September meeting. 

 

 
Janet Hussey won the door 
prize at the September 
meeting. 

 
---Continued from page 1--- 

Monarch butterflies were 
discussed by Kay Studer and 
Rita Thelen.  Audience 
participation made the 
presentation more interesting 
when groups were given the 

responsibility for whether 
individual Monarch 
butterflies would live.  The 
butterflies needed nine lives 
because their daily 
challenges were many.  And, 
unfortunately, most of our 
imaginary butterflies did not 
make it.   
 
Also we learned how to 
determine whether Monarchs 
are male or female—useful 
to impress your friends and 
your children.   

 
Above is a male.  On the 
lower wings there are black 
spots that are black vein 
enlargements. The female 
Monarch does not have the 
vein enlargements. 
 
All Monarch butterflies 
numbering two hundred to 
three hundred million, fly 
every year to a small area in 
Mexico that is their 
wintering spot.   
 
Monarch populations are 
declining, and “Monarch 
Waystations” are needed in 
urban, suburban, and country 
areas to provide Monarchs 
with milkweed plants during 
their migrations.  For more 
information see: 
www.MonarchWatch.org 
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Isn’t the club house 
beautifully cleaned, re-
arranged, and 
decorated!!!  
 
The club house was 
worked over by  
Edith Latvala, 
Donna Maki,  
Steve Maki, and  
Nancy Siatkosky.   
 
If a worker’s name was 
missed, let me know so 
they can get credit too. 
 
The club house looks 
great! great! great! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CGLR  

Regional Events 

 
Central Great Lakes Region 

Fall Meeting 
Saturday October 11,2008  
Kingwood Gardens, 
Mansfield.   
See the regional website 
below. 
 

Regional -website 
Central Great Lakes Region 

http://www.acorn.net/cglr/     
  

Yes, it is kinda early, 

however,  

2009 �ATIO�AL 

CO�VE�TIO�   

May 28 - 30, 2009            

Santa Rosa, California 

 

�ational - website 

http://www.tgoa-mgca.org 

password:  lily  

then press E�TER 

 
 
 
 

Contact Persons 
Dick Hussey  - President    
(419) 991-6396 
 
Steve  Maki - 1st V.P & 
Program chair 
(419) 999-2842 643-8450. 
 
Dave Williams - 2nd VP 
Membership chair 
(419) 225-1458 
 
Rex Maurer - Treasurer    
(419) 222-4356 
 
Teresa Heath – Secretary 
(419) 516-8020   

 

 
2009 TGOA/MGOA calendars (cover page only is shown above) are available for $3.50 

each on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

The pictures in the calendar are drop-dead gorgeous!   

Donna Maki (419 643-8450) has the calendars for sale.   

But, you can ask any club officer.   
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above picture from Wikkipedia 

 
In looking thru record books 
for old documentation about 
the beginning of The Men’s 
Garden Club of Lima (MGCL) 
at The Gardeners of Lima 
clubhouse, no old 
documentation was found—but  
there were mid-1960 articles 
from The Lima �ews that the 
MGCL worked to save a tree 
that was probably planted by 
Johnny Appleseed.  And, the 
MGCL worked to bring to light 
whether the legendary Johnny 
Appleseed planted apple trees 
in this area. 
 
In the mid-1960s the MGCL 
was surveying the area for 
entries into the Ohio Forestry 
Conservation’s search for large 
trees of each species, according 
to one of the newspaper 
articles.  Member Lawrence 
Spyker brought up the apple 
tree on the grounds of (what 
was) Shawnee elementary 
school on Zuhmerly Road in 
Lima Ohio.  The old apple tree 
at the time had a trunk 
circumference of 13 ft. at the 

widest part.  It was a very big apple 
tree.  The tree was entered in the 
survey.  The tree turned out to be 
the LARGEST APPLE tree 
surveyed in the United States. 
MGCL charter member, Edwin 
Freuh, knew that the apple tree 
had to be very old.  Mr. Freuh 
decided to do some research on 
the apple tree.  
 
Although a 1964 wind storm had 
split the tree trunk and knocked a 
quarter section of the tree to the 
ground, MGCL wanted to keep 
the tree alive for as long as 
possible.  The broken section was 
replaced. The tree was bolted and 
braced. Dead wood was 
removed.  And, maintenance 
spraying was started.  A six-foot 
high iron fence was installed 
around the old, huge apple tree.  
And, a plaque was erected 
saying:  “Johnny Appleseed Tree.  

This is the largest apple tree in 

the United States (over 12 feet in 

circumference).  A living 

memorial to John Chapman the 

pioneer orchardist who roamed 

this section of Ohio from 1812 to 

1840.”    

 
Freuh reported in one of the 
articles of the original tree that 
“the apples are very large—up 
to 11 inches in circumference, 
greenish with a dim red cast, 
and they ripen late in the 
season.”  Mr. Freuh’s spouse 
made apples pies yearly for a 
club meeting.  Unfortunately, 
the old tree’s days were 
numbered.  That old apple tree 
is gone now.  It’s final demise 

is unknown.  The location of the 
plaque is unknown.  
 
At least two apple trees were 
successfully grafted from the 
original tree.  One is on the 
grounds of the Allen County 
Museum. The other is on the east 
side of The Gardeners of Lima 
clubhouse in Faurot Park. 
 
However, today there is another 
apple tree there with a plaque 
reading “Johnny Appleseed Tree.   

This tree has sprouted from the 

roots of a tree planted by John 

Chapman around 1830“.  On 
seeing the new tree in early 
August 2008 the fairly large tree 
looked fairly well loaded with 
medium-size apples that were 
green and had a reddish haze 
around the tops. 
 
Now, back to the legend of 
Johnny Appleseed and his 
relation to this area. The 
following information was 
published in The Lima �ews in 
three articles written by Beverly 
Smith and Ross T. Massey. The 
articles discussed research done 
by Erwin Freuh and historical 
background of Johnny 
Appleseed.   “Listing four 
historical books as evidence, plus 
an Ohio Conservation Bulletin,” 
said Mr. Freuh also said, “He 
came to Fort Amanda, some say, 
in the late 1820s. In 1829 Johnny 
Appleseed planted apple seeds on 
leased ground in Amanda 
Township where he established a 
nursery.  He had a 40-year lease 
in exchange for 40 seedling apple 
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trees planted on the farm of 
lessor.”   
 
Mr. Freuh also found in a 
historical record of Allen 
County, and says the following 
about a documented statement 
by pioneer settler, S. E. 
McCullough:  “McCullough 
states that he visited a nursery 
on the Sunderland farm in 
Amanda Township in 1835.  
He was told that the trees were 
planted by Johnny Appleseed 
some years before and that 
Johnny Appleseed had been 
along the Ottawa and Auglaize 
rivers seeking out alluvial lands 
to set out orchard (in).  That he 
was here about 1812 is 
manifested in the number, 
variety, and age of trees which 
sprung from seeds planted by 
him along Wayne’s Trace.”  
Wayne’s Trace is a military 
road built by Anthony Wayne 
between Fort Amanda and 
Saint Mary’s.  
 
More of Erwin Freuh’s 
research found that decendents 
of early settler Griffith Breese, 
who settled in Shawnee 
Township in 1832 on land 
formerly owned by the 
Shawnee Indian tribe, 
documented that land located 
near the site of the tribe’s 
council house had two 
orchards.  Each contained 
about forty apple trees.  The 
orchards were also close to 
where the Little Hog Creek 
flows into the Ottawa River, 
west of Shawnee Road, which 
is approximately the site of the 

Shawnee school old apple tree.  
“Local history states that apples 
were marketed in Lima from the 
Indian orchards in Shawnee 
Township.  Pioneer, Griffith 
Breese had two orchards and seven 
Indian cabins on land he purchased 
from the government. 
 
And, according to Mr. Freuh’s 
research, records were found at 
the Allen County Museum that 
Johnny Appleseed established an 
apple tree orchard by leasing a 
half-acre for forty years from 
Jacob Harter, a pioneer farmer, 
whose land extended from the 
Auglaize River to the Defiance 
Trail just outside the Indian 
reservation boundary,  
 
“The area in which the tree is 
located originally was part of the 
Shawnee Indian reservation in 
northwestern Ohio.  Records in 
the Allen County courthouse 
disclosed that John Chapman had 
deeded an apple orchard in this 
area.” 
 
Above are bits and pieces of 
documented history that makes 
the legend of Johnny Appleseed 
intriguing.  The course of Johnny 
Appleseed’s travels through the 
territory has been plotted through 
legal agreements he made with 
pioneer families, oral stories 
from native Americans and 
pioneers, as well as recording the 
finding of unique apple trees in 
the territory. 
From the three articles in The 

Lima �ews, the writers Beverly 
Smith and Ross Massey could 
not help but dig into some 

research on Johnny Appleseed 
themselves.  They wrote:  John 
Chapman was born September 
26, 1774 in Leominister, 
Massachusetts.  His date of death 
is not as certain.  It is believed 
that he died March 18, 1845 in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Johnny 
was the oldest of twelve children.  
When grown, Johnny and his 
brother felt it was time for them 
to be on their own.   

 

Together they wandered what 
was then considered west --
beyond the Alleghany mountains.  
By 1797, Johnny had established 
his first fruit tree nursery on the 
bank of Broken Straw Creek near 
Warren, Pennsylvania.  Apple 
seeds were obtained from the 
cider mills along the 
Monongahela River.  Johnny 
took his seeds and began his 
yearly trips from the cider mills 
down the Ohio River past 
Marietta and west into Ohio and 
Indiana to establish nurseries.  
His business transactions read, 
“I, John Chapman, by occupation 
a gatherer and planter of apple 
seeds….”   The largest number of 
trees were planted in the area of 
Mansfield Ohio. 
 
John Chapman was a member of 
the Swedenborg sect, a little 
known religious sect.   
 
He was a vegetarian. He was 
quoted, “everything on earth had 

a right to live.”   
 
He did not light campfires because 
moths, mosquitoes, and other 
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flying insects were drawn to 
the flame and killed.   
He dressed shabbily dressed 
and walked barefoot.  
 
 The trees that he planted 
were never grafted trees.  
Quoted in historical 
documents, he said of grafted 
trees, “It is  not God’s way.”  

John Chapman died in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana at the age of 
about 71.   

The epitaph on his tombstone 
is simple, “He lived for 

others.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
new apple tree in front of Shawnee middle 
school 
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Poinsettia Sales – Instructions 

 
You may pick up your poinsettias at Dave Williams' greenhouse.  Or you (or your customer) 
may pick them up at the Faurot Park clubhouse on one or two Saturdays (yet to be determined, 
usually the first two Saturdays of December), from about 9 AM until about Noon.   
 
Whether picked up at the greenhouse or picked up at the clubhouse, orders need to be placed 
ahead of time by contacting Dave.  Poinsettias delivered to the clubhouse will be "lumped 
together" and delivered in bulk.   
 
Burgundy (replaces plum pudding) color will have a very limited supply and may not be 
available.  Burgundy will usually have smaller bracts (leaves?) than the other colors. 
 
Schedule only what you can pick up and deliver each day.   
Place a separate order for each pickup day.   
Some club members give Dave a schedule of pickups covering several days or weeks. 
 
Phone your order to Dave 48 hours ahead of pickup at (419) 225-1458.  Organize your order 
by size and color before you call.  There is a good chance you will be leaving the order on the 
answering machine, which is checked daily. 
 
The greenhouses are behind the barn at 1874 Bowman Road. Go to the middle greenhouse 
first.  When you come to the greenhouse, please drive slowly.  There may be a miniature 
schnauzer dog around. She is about 10" high, and is the same color as the stone in the 
driveway.  At the greenhouse your poinsettias will be marked with your name.  Please do not 
take poinsettias from another order.  There may be times when no one will be at the 
greenhouse, but you are welcome to pickup at any time.  If you are coming after dark, let me 
know so I can leave a light on.  If you do not pickup the poinsettias on the requested day, they 
will be put back in stock, and you will need to re-schedule your pickup. 
 
The poinsettias will be wrapped in foil, sleeved, and boxed.   
10" plants will be wrapped in a large trash bag.   
Avoid packing the foil on tight and avoid pushing the foil down in the pot to avoid the plants 
looking old and worn.  Please do not wrap and sleeve plants yourself at the greenhouse.   
Do not leave the poinsettias sleeved more than 48 hours. 
 
Traditionally, members have taken orders, picked up the poinsettias at the greenhouse, and 
delivered to their customers.  Dave Williams, however, will help delivery the business route in 
downtown and close-in around Lima, if there is no particular day or particular time for 
delivery to the business.  He can either collect upon delivery or leave the business a bill.   
Dave cannot deliver residential orders, however.  
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THE  GARDENERS OF  LIMA 
 
1) Reservation Payment for       2) Membership Payment for 
    Christmas/Awards Banquet  AND           2009 Club Dues  
=======================   ======================= 
 
Member (s) Name_________________________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________________________________ 
 
 Home Telephone___________________  Other Telephone__________________ 
 
E-Mail Address______________________________________________________ 
=========================================================== 
1)  Christmas/Awards Banquet on Tuesday December 16 at The Old Barn Out Back, 
  6:00 pm - social half-hour and 7:00 PM - Dinner (buffet) 
 $10.00 for each person  X  _____   (number of persons attending) 
         

Banquet Total Enclosed   $ ________  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
2) 2009  Membership  
 The Gardeners of America/Men's Garden Club of America (TGOA/MGOA)    
 Single  is $11.00 or 

Family is $15.00 + add $1.00 for each family member joining 
          
-OR- (pay below only if you are a national lifetime member)             
 2009 regional membership   
 TGOA/MGOA Central Great Lakes Region  
  per person - $1.00                          
             Membership Total Enclosed:  $_________ 
-  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 

Banquet and Membership GRA�D TOTAL E�CLOSED  $_______________ 
 
=========================================================== 
Check or Cash payment may be made to:  Rex Maurer, Treasurer, TGOL 

                              1861  Wendell Ave, Lima OH 45805 

                              (419) 222-4356      
 
 


